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This is a good-government bill. If the legisla-

tion is passed, it would allow federal, state 
and local government to work together. Good 
citizens, who pay their taxes, will appreciate 
that the federal government and the state gov-
ernment are assisting localities to help local 
government collect from the delinquents. Each 
citizen should share in paying his fair share of 
taxes. 
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H.R. 2667, THE AUTHORITY FOR 
MANDATE DELAY ACT AND H.R. 
2668, THE FAIRNESS FOR AMER-
ICAN FAMILIES ACT JULY 17, 2013 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 17, 2013 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
opposition to both H.R. 2667, the Authority for 
Mandate Delay Act, and H.R. 2668, the Fair-
ness for American Families Act. Here we are 
once again taking another cheap shot at the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA), rather than work-
ing to continue providing its benefits to the 
American people. Both pieces of legislation 
are political stunts which will not help Ameri-
cans get access to quality, affordable health 
care. 

There is no need for passage of H.R. 2667 
since the President has already acted to delay 
by one year the employer responsibility re-
quirements under ACA. Given the fact that this 
type of change has long been sought by my 
friends on the other side of the aisle and their 
allies, you would think they would be praising 
the President for taking this action. Instead, 
they have done nothing but used this as an-
other opportunity to score cheap political 
points, which is very telling. 

Although I wish the employer responsibility 
provision would be implemented on time, the 
fact of the matter is that this delay will have 
very little practical impact. Over ninety six per-
cent of large employers already offer health 
coverage to their employees. It is important 
that we take our time in getting these new re-
porting requirements right, which is exactly 
what the President is doing. Since the Presi-
dent has already acted in this manner, H.R. 
2667 is duplicative and unnecessary. 

H.R. 2668 also should be rejected by this 
body. The individual mandate is the corner-
stone of the ACA, and the Supreme Court has 
affirmed its constitutionality. Simply put, delay-
ing the implementation of the individual man-
date is just a back door attempt to undermine 
the entire law. The Affordable Care Act has al-
ready brought many benefits to the American 
people. Thanks to the law, 206,000 people in 
my district have access to preventative serv-
ices without a co-pay, and 8,500 young adults 
have health insurance through their parents’ 
plan. Adopting this bill today would jeopardize 
this progress we have made in recent years. 

Today we received news that health insur-
ance premiums will fall by an average of 50 
percent in New York once their exchanges are 
up and running in 2014. The individual man-
date is a key reason for this. For years, New 
York had a prohibition on discriminating 
against individuals with a pre-existing condi-
tion. However, the state did not require all in-
dividuals to purchase insurance, which caused 
rates to skyrocket. The individual mandate, 

combined with the new health insurance mar-
ketplaces, are in large part responsible for this 
precipitous decline in insurance rates in New 
York. We should ensure that these results are 
replicated in my home state of Michigan and 
across the rest of the country. Repealing the 
individual mandate will increase Americans’ 
health care costs, not decrease them. 

I hope we can come together and work in 
a bipartisan manner to improve our health 
care system and provide real benefits to the 
American people. Until that day comes, I urge 
my colleagues to join me in voting against 
these two pieces of legislation, as they are 
nothing more than political stunts which do 
nothing to address the problems we face as a 
nation. 
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TRIBUTE TO BLUE STAR MOTHERS 
OF AMERICA 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 17, 2013 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask that my colleagues join me in recognizing 
the Blue Star Mothers of America, a national 
organization of military mothers devoted to 
supporting our nation’s armed forces. Rep-
resentatives LAMALFA, SWALWELL, and ROBY 
have joined me in introducing a resolution 
naming the month of August as ‘‘Blue Star 
Mothers of America Month.’’ 

I am proud to say that the East Valley Blue 
Star Mothers, a local chapter of the organiza-
tion, meets in my district. They have dedicated 
themselves to supporting soldiers overseas, 
wounded warriors, families of fallen soldiers, 
as well as all veterans, homeless or thriving. 
They organize visits to VA hospitals, partici-
pate in Veteran’s and Memorial Day events, 
and send care packages to homesick troops 
protecting our freedom abroad. 

Founded in 1941, Blue Star Mothers of 
America boast 11,000 members brought to-
gether by their sons’ and daughters’ service. 
Chapters flourish in 42 states, and in all cor-
ners of my own state, Arizona. Blue Star 
Mothers are unsung heroes of the ongoing 
fight to preserve our country’s safety and lib-
erty. 

The Blue Star Mothers are a truly patriotic 
organization and deserve our body’s com-
mendation. I ask that my colleagues join me in 
recognizing the Blue Star Mothers of America 
for their service to their communities, to our 
country, and to all of us individually. 
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THE ADMINISTRATION MUST NOT 
SIDELINE HORRIFIC HUMAN 
RIGHTS SITUATION IN NORTH 
KOREA 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 17, 2013 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, today the House 
Republican Conference and House Foreign 
Affairs Committee welcomed roughly 400 Ko-
rean American community leaders from across 
the country to Capitol Hill for the first-ever Ko-
rean American Meetup. Participants had the 

opportunity to meet with key congressional 
leaders to discuss legislative and policy prior-
ities for the community. 

Given my own interactions over the years 
with the vibrant Korean American community 
in my district, I think it is safe to say that the 
abysmal human rights situation in North Korea 
will feature prominently among these policy 
priorities. 

Sadly, given the amount of time and focus 
that the Obama Administration has dedicated 
to shining a bright light on this dark corner of 
the globe you would never know that up to 
200,000 people languish in a sophisticated 
and horrific prison camp system in North 
Korea reminiscent of the most brutal regimes 
throughout history. 

On May 21 Christianity Today featured an 
interview with former Washington Post re-
porter Blaine Harden, author of ‘‘Escape from 
Camp 14.’’ Harden’s book features the story of 
Shin Dong-hyuk, the only known prisoner who 
was actually born in one of regime’s notorious 
camps and escaped alive. 

Mr. Shin’s personal story is remarkable. He 
grew up knowing nothing of life outside the 
camp. He turned in his mother and brother— 
which led to their eventual execution—based 
on the promise of a meal of rice. In fact it was 
the pursuit of food that led him to attempt a 
harrowing escape. 

Harden spoke of the camps as analogous to 
‘‘Stalin’s Gulag.’’ He continued, ‘‘The camps 
were set up under Kim Il-sung, an acolyte of 
Stalin, as a mirror of the Soviet Gulag. What 
is different in the North Korean case is that 
they seem to be crueler and have lasted twice 
as long.’’ 

Indeed, the longevity of these camps is 
striking as is the fact that some South Korean 
POWs are still trapped in North Korea 60 
years after the armistice. The Washington 
Post ran a story last weekend, which I submit 
for the RECORD, on this rarely discussed 
human rights tragedy. 

We have known for some time about the 
true nature of the cruel and inhuman system 
of labor camps maintained by the regime. In 
fact satellite images confirmed their existence 
more than a decade ago. And yet somehow, 
almost inexplicably, these horrific camps have 
failed to inspire collective outrage on the part 
of the West, and have been sidelined to the 
point of irrelevance in successive U.S. admin-
istrations’ dealings with North Korea, including 
the Obama Administration. 

The U.S. Committee for Human Rights in 
North Korea published a report 10 years ago 
called The Hidden Gulag: Exposing North Ko-
rea’s Prison Camps. It contained a full de-
scription of the camps, the worst of which are 
called kwan-li-so, which is translated as ‘‘polit-
ical penal-labor colonies,’’ and where, accord-
ing to the Committee’s report, scores of thou-
sands of political prisoners—along with up to 
three generations of their family members— 
are banished without any judicial process and 
imprisoned, typically for lifetime sentences of 
slave labor. 

The report also contained prisoners’ testi-
monies and satellite photographs of the 
camps, whose very existence continues to be 
denied by the North Korean government, 
which is why the committee described the 
gulags as ‘‘hidden.’’ 

Defector testimony, like that of Mr. Shin, 
satellite images and in-depth reporting have 
left no doubt about the camps’ existence and 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 04:30 Jul 18, 2013 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A17JY8.006 E17JYPT1jb
el

l o
n 

D
S

K
7S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-26T12:28:21-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




